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Automatic behaviour modifications in Symbian OS 

The Symbian OS running on a smartphone or other kind of wireless device is aware of 
various piece of information relating to the status of the device, its location, the status of 
its user etc. 

The OS can automatically use this information to perform a range of actions to alter 
device behaviour. The following table summarises these possibilities. 



OS HAS 

KNOWLEDGE 

OF 


HOW DOES IT 
HAVE THIS 
KNOWLEDGE? 


CAN USE THIS KNOWLEDGE TO 
MODIFY BEHAVIOUR 


Ifina«saent 
appointment" (a 
type of meeting) 


In Agenda, user can 
label entries (Day- 
Event etc) as silent 


By automatically altering Profiles/ring 
tones (e.g. silent mode if agenda indicates 
user in a meeting) 


On a plane 


Create a flight entry 
in agenda 


By automatically switching off the device; 
or just switching off the phone capability 
(radio) and using the device as a PDA. 


Sleep settings 


User defined period 
when not to be 
disturbed/ woken 
up 


By automatically altering Profiles/Ring j 
tones (e.g. silent mode if agenda indicates 
user in a ineeting) 

By automatically altering entering a power 
saving mode 


LfOcauon fusing 
some kind of 
location 




By automatically altering Profiles/ ring 
tones (e.g. silent/ vibrate mode if agenda 
indicates user in a meeting room or a public 
11 Diary or some ouier quiet areaj 

By automatically altering power (auto- 
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aeroplane, hospital etc) 

By automatically altering device's UI styling 
(ring tones, colour scheme, images) 
whether at work or not. 

By automatically preventing an in-built 
camera to be switched on or used in 
restricted areas (security clearance areas in 
airports being one of them) 


Work/office 
hours 


User defines usual 
working hours/ days 


By automatically altering, device's UI styling 
(ring tones, colour scheme, images) if at 
work; altering again when in leisure time. 


Travel time 


User defines usual 
travel times 


By automatically altering Profiles/ ring 
tones (e.g. automatically activating a divert 
to voice mail profile). 


Other regular 
predictable times 


User defines 


By automatically altering Profiles/ ring 
tones 



' that deserves a 
specific 
behaviour 






Security/Privacy 


By activation of 
secure components 
(e.g. software or 
hardware that is 
only activated when 
the user is engaged 
in an activity that 
needs to be secure — 
e.g. entering a 
password to access 
an m-commerce 
web ste; entering a 
credit card number) 


By automatically altering Profiles/ring 
tones (e.g. automatically activating a divert 
to voice mail profile after a user defined 
number of unanswered rings since one 
would not want to be disturbed when 
entering a secure transaction). 

By automatically altering device's UI styling 
to act as a visual confirmation that the 
device is in secure mode. 


User identity 


business V-card 


By automatically altering device UI styling 
(ring tones, colour scheme, and background 
images) to, for example, business or fun 
styling 


1 User mood 


Presence 
information (e.g. 
selected/entered by 
user) 


By automatically altering ring-tones, colour 
scheme, background pictures 


Nearby groups 


Presence 
information of 
group members; 




Environment 


phone-radio, 
bluetooth, 
airport, 
room 




1 Nearby devices 






II Nearby people 


bluetooth and 
existing contacts 
database 


Automatically notify user that people in 
contacts database are close by 


Nearby Mends 




Automatically notify user that friend is in 
range 


People with 
similar interests 
(hobbies, 
romantic?) or 
values 


all devices transmit 
*Tm interested 
in..." message to all 
bluetooth devices 
that come into 
range 


Automatically notify user of nearby person 
with similar interests to oneself 


Anniversaries 


already in Agenda 


Automatically notify the user of 
anniversary, a user selectable time period in 
advance 


Meetings and 
Courses 


specific type of 
enter in Agenda 


remind user to review notes/ actions from 
previous meetings/training courses 
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attended 




have user definable 
or user selectable 
behaviours in 
Agenda (power 
save, power off, 
profile, UI styling) 




time/dated to- 
dos 


already in Agenda 


notify user to-do is about to expire 


what bluetooth 
devices are in 
range 


bluetooth radio 
. system 


save battery power by turning off bluetooth 
radio in bluetooth rich environment 
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